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1 - Definition from Robert Audi, ed., The Cambridge Dictionary of
Philosophy (Cambridge, Mass., 1997), p.10.

2 - Elianes Escoubias, quoted by Maryvonne Saison, in ‘Le Tournant
esthétique de la phénoménologie’, Revue d’esthétique et
phénoménologie, 36 (1999), p.126. For an epistemological study of
this method of understanding art, see also the numerous articles in
L’Art au regard de la phénoménologie (Toulouse, 1994).

3 - José Miguel Puerta Vilchez, Historia del pensamiento estético arabe,
al-Andalus y la estética arabe clasica (Madrid, 1997).

4 - Edgar de Bruyne, Etudes d’esthétique médiévale (Paris, 1998), 2
vols.
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1 - Ibn Sina, Kitab al-naja, ed. Majid Fakhri (Beirut, 1985), p.282.

2 - See Introduction. These two works are essential to our argument.

3 - We have not included Sufi thought and poetics here, despite the
fact that it obviously contains profound aesthetic arguments.
Aesthetics in Sufism is a complex subject that deserves a special
study of its own.

4 - This treatise has been partially translated into English by
Abdelhamid I. Sabra, The Optics of Ibn al-Haytham (Kuwait and
London 1983-1989), Books I-I1l. See also, by the same author,
‘Sensation and Inference in Alhazen’s Theory of Perceptual
Vision’, in Peter K. Machamer and Robert G. Turnbull, eds, Stud-
ies in Perception: Interrelations in the History of Philosophy and
Science (Columbus, 1978), pp.160-85.

5 - The Tawq al-Hamama has been translated into English by A.J.
Arberry as The Ring of the Dove (London, 1953).

-\1¢-



6 - Text quoted in Spanish and Arabic by Puerta Vilchez, Historia del
pensamiento estético arabe, pp.513-14.

7 - Avristotle, Rhetorics, I, 9, 1366, in Jonathan Barnes, ed., The
Complete Works of Aristotle. 2 vols. (Princeton, N.J., 1991), vol. 2.

8 - Puerta Vilchez, Historia del pensamiento estético arabe, p.507.

9 - Ibid., p.506.

10 - See Abderrahman Badawi, La Transmission de la philosophie
grecque au monde arabe (Paris, 1958).

11 - See de Bruyne, Etudes d’esthétique mediévale, vol. 2, ch. 1,
‘L’Esthétique de la lumiére’.

12 - See, ibid., vol. 2, ch. 8, ‘L’Esthétique visuelle’, p.239.

13 - We will consider this second aspect, the objectivist vision of the
world, with the rational philosophers, Ibn Rushd and lbn al-
Haytham.

14 - Ibn Sing, Kitdb al-naja, pp.281-2, quoted by Puerta Vilchez,
Historia del pensamiento estético arabe, pp.587-8.

15 - Quoted by de Bruyne, Etudes, vol. 2, p.399.

16 - 1bn Sina, Kitab al-naja, p.281.

17 - Ibid., p.281.
18 - Ibid., pp.321-2.
19 - Ibid., p.282.

20 - Avristotle, Topics, VI, 7, in Barnes, ed., The Complete Works of
Avristotle, p.146.

21 - See for example Alain de Libera, Averroés, I’intelligence et la
pensée, Sur le De Anima (Paris, 1998).

22 - Ibn Rushd, Fasl, quoted by ‘Abderrahman Badawi, Histoire de la
philosophie en Islam, (Paris, 1972), vol. 2, pp.776—7.

23 - Ibid., p.808.

24 - 1bn Rushd, Paraphrases in Libros Rhetoricum Aristotelis, ed.,
‘Abderrahman Badawi (Cairo, 1960), p.96, 12-21, ‘Commentaire
d’Aristote, Rhétorique, 1371 b 4-10’, translated from Arabic into
French by Maroun Aouad (forthcoming). Dr Aouad kindly gave
me the text in both languages.

25 - Ibn Rushd, Talkhis kitab al-hass wa’l-mahsus, in Aristutalis fi’l-
nafs, ed., A. Badawi (Beirut, 1980), p.198.

26 - De Bruyne, Etudes, vol. 1, p.314.

27 - See de Libera, Averrogs, I’intelligence et la pensée.
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28 - See in particular Umberto Eco, The Aesthetics of Thomas
Aquinas (Cambridge, Mass., 1988).

29 - See Badawi, Histoire de la philosophie en Islam, vol. 2, pp.815—
16.

30 - Ibn Haytham, Kitab al-manazir, vol. 1, ch. 5, quoted in n. 7 by
Puerta Vilchez, Historia del pensamiento estético arabe, p.689.

31 - The first three volumes of this seven-volume treatise were
translated with commentary by Abdelhamid I. Sabra, The Optics
of Ibn al-Haytham, 1-3, On Direct Vision. 2 vols (London, 1989).

32 - See the passage of 1bn al-Haytham’s Discourse on Light, quoted
by Sabra, in The Optics of Ibn al-Haytham, 2, pp.9-10.

33 - From Puerta Vilchez, Historia del pensamiento estético arabe,
pp.689-90.

34 - See the excellent recent book by Elaheh Kheirandish, The Arabic
Version of Euclid’s Optics (Kitab Uglis fi’lkhtilaf al-Manazir). 2
vols (Cambridge, Mass.,1999).

35 - See the list of these properties by Ibn al-Haytham and their effect
on perception in Sabra, The Optics of 1bn al-Haytham, 1, pp.200-3,
and Puerta Vilchez, Historia del pensamiento estético arabe, p.698.

36 - Ibn al-Haytham, Kitab al-manazir, I, p.227, in Sabra, The Optics
of Ibn al-Haytham, 1, p.136, and quoted by Puerta Vilchez,
Historia del pensamiento estético arabe, p.696. See also Sabra,
‘Sensation and Inference in Alhazen’s Theory of Visual
Perception’, in Studies in Perception: Interrelations in the History
of Philosophy and Science (Columbus, 1978), pp.160-84.

37 - Ibn al-Haytham, Kitab al-manazir, vol. 2, p.308, in Sabra, The
Optics of Ibn al-Haytham, 11, p.200.

38 - Ibid.

39 - Ibid., p.201.

40 - Grosseteste is cited by de Bruyne, Etudes, vol. 2, p.121.

41 - See Opticae Thesaurus, Alhazen Arabis libri septem nuncprimum
editi. Eiusdem liber de Crepusculis et Nubium ascensionibus. Item
Vitellonis Thuringopoloni libri X, ed., F. Risner, (Basilea, 1572),
fasc., ed. D.C. Lindberg, (New York, 1972); D.C. Lindberg,
‘Alhazen’s Theory of Vision and its Reception in the West’, Isis,
58 (1967), pp.321-41, and his Theories of Vision from al-Kindi to
Kepler (Chicago, IL., 1976).

42 - See de Bruyne, Etudes; Erwin Panofsky, Meaning in the Visual
Arts (Chicago, IL., 1982), notably pp.88-92; Eco, The Aesthetics
of Thomas Aquinas.
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43 - De Bruyne, Etudes, vol.2, p.123.

44 - As Sabra states, Ghiberti copied parts of the Optics in his
Commentarii from a fourteenth-century Italian translation, The
Optics of Ibn al-Haytham, 2, p.97.

45 - 1bn Haytham, Kitdb al-manazir, I, p.314, in Sabra, The Optics of
Ibn al-Haytham, vol. 1, p.205.

46 - Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Phénoménologie de la perception (Paris,
1945), p.65.
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47 - Al-Ghazali, Mishkat al-anwar, French tr. René Deladriére, Le
Tabernacle des lumieres (Paris, 1981), p.41.

48 - Valérie Gonzalez, Le Piege de Salomon, La Pensée de I’art dans le
Coran (Paris, 2001).

49 - Qur’an, English tr., Ahmed “Ali (Princeton, N.J., 1989).

50 - Jacob Lassner, Demonizing the Queen of Sheba: Boundaries of
Gender and Culture in Post-biblical Judaism and Medieval Islam
(Chicago and London, 1993).

51 - ‘Bilgis’ is the name given to the Queen of Sheba in Islamic
sources. It is not mentioned in the Qur’an.

52 - See Mohammed Arkoun, Lectures du Coran (Paris, 1982) and his
Essais sur la pensée Islamique (Paris, 1984); John Wansbrough,
Qur’anic Studies: Sources and Methods of Scriptural Interpretation
(Oxford, 1977); John Renard, Seven Doors to Islam: Spirituality
and the Religious Life of Muslims (Berkeley, Calif., 1996).

53 - See ‘Aesthetics’ in Audi, ed., The Cambridge Dictionary of
Philosophy, pp.10- 11; Marc Jimenez, Qu’est-ce que I’esthétique?
(Paris, 1997).

54 - Priscilla Soucek, ‘The Temple of Solomon in Islamic Legend and
Art’, in Joseph Gutmann, ed., The Temple of Solomon (Montana,
1976), pp.73-123.

55 - Priscilla Soucek, ‘Solomon’s Throne/Solomon’s Bath: Model or
Metaphor?’, Ars Orientalis, 23 (1993), p.112.

56 - See Haim Schwarzbaum, Biblical and Extrabiblical Legends in
Islamic Folk Literature (Waldorf-Hessen, 1982); Max Seligsohn,
‘Solomon in Rabbinical Literature and Legend’, Jewish
Encyclopaedia (New York and London, 1905), vol. 2, pp.438-44;
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Laurent Cohen, Le Roi Salomon (Paris, 1997); David Sidersky,
Les Origines des Iégendes musulmanes dans le Coran et dans la
vie des propheétes (Paris, 1933).

57 - Among numerous references, see Maria Jesus Rubiera, ‘Salomon
el gran constructor’, in La arquitectura en la literatura arabe, Datos
para una estética del placer (Madrid, 1988), p.45.

58 - See Na’ama Brosh and Rachel Milstein, Biblical Stories in Islamic
Paintings (Jerusalem, 1991); Serpil Baggi, ‘A New Theme of the
Shirazi Frontispiece Miniatures: The Divan of Solomon’,
Mugarnas, 12 (1995), pp.101-11; Norah M. Titley, Persian
Miniature Painting (London, 1983), p.68.

59 - About this tradition see Lassner, Demonizing the Queen of Sheba.

60 - Tha‘labi quoted in Lassner, Demonizing the Queen of Sheba,
pp.187-202.

61 - See al-Maqqari’s text quoted by Rubiera, La Arquitectura en la
literatura arabe, pp.68-9.

62 - Quoted in Rubiera, La Arquitectura en la literatura arabe, p. 87.

63 - The inscription is mentioned by several scholars, among them
Emilio Garcia Gomez, Poemas arabes en los muros y fuentes de la
Alhambra (Madrid, 1985), pp.121-2; Macario Golferich, La
Alhambra (Barcelona, 1929), p.186.

64 - See Oleg Grabar, The Alhambra (Sebastopol, Calif., 1992), p.101.

65 - About this type of language, especially concerning religious
topics, see Paul Ricoeur, La Métaphore vive (Paris, 1994);
Northrop Frye, Le Grand code (Paris, 1984).

66 - See, for example, the definition of the word by the great
traditionist Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-Bukhari, Les Traditions
Islamiques (Paris, 1984), vol. 2, pp.409-10.

67 - For the detailed interpretation of the meanings and connotations of
this word, see Jacqueline Chabbi, Le Seigneur des tribus, I’lslam
de Mahomet (Paris, 1997), p.515, n.228. See also Afif Bahnassi,
Dictionnaire trilingue des termes d’art, francais-anglais-arabe
(Beirut, 1981).

68 - This term attempts to translate the French phenomenological
expression ‘une donnée imageante’.

69 - Michael Baxandall, Patterns of Intention (Yale, C.T., 1985).

70 - See ‘Omeyyades’, in Dominique and Janine Sourdel, Dictionnaire
historique de I’Islam (Paris, 1996).
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71 - Gaston Bachelard, La Poétique de I’espace (Paris, 1978), p.40;
English tr., Maria Jolas, The Poetics of Space (Boston, 1994).

72 - See Rubiera, La Arquitectura en la literatura arabe.

73 - See Grabar, The Alhambra.

74 - For the inscriptions in the Alhambra see Grabar, The Alhambra;
Garcia Gomez, Poemas arabes en los muros y fuentes de la
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Generalife’, al-Andalus, 4, (1936), pp.174-203.

75 - For a theoretical definition of the various representational styles in
art, see Nelson Goodman, Langages de I’art (Nimes, 1990), Ch. 1,
‘Refaire la réalité’.

76 - See Rubiera, La Arquitectura, p.150; Dario Rodriguez Cabanelas,
‘La antigua polichromia del techo de Comares en la Alhambra’,
al-Andalus, 35 (Granada, 1970), pp.423-51.

77 - On the problem concerning the relationship of sense between texts
and visual forms in Islam, see Valérie Gonzalez, ‘The Aesthetics of
Islamic Art: Toward a Methodology of Research’, al-‘Usur al-Wusta,
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