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Abstract
The primary objective of this study is twofold: to investigate the
qualities of heritage and architectural decoration of bathrooms in the old city of
Nablus; and the threatening factors of their extinction and the methods of
preserving them from such extinction on the ground that they represent an
essential part of the cultural heritage which we have inherited from our parents
and grandparents through various contemporary and modern techniques. It is
important to note that the Palestinian material heritage is a real source of pride for
nations’ originality and authenticity; it is also an expression of the national identity
of such nation; and it is a genuine link between the past and the present , in spite
of the fact that such heritage is so exposed and subject to destruction and theft
which ultimately lead to extinction and total loss.
By and large, the perils which threaten the material heritage, decoration, and the
Palestinian architecture are the result of natural effects in addition to the works of
man himself. As a result of acts of destruction, neglect, and abuse, the Palestinian
heritage has suffered a great damage. The Israeli occupation has been one of the
most threatening factors which have contributed to the destruction of the
Palestinian heritage through the destruction of old Palestinian places in the old city
of Nablus during the invasion of Israeli forces of this old city. Israeli tanks were
able to destroy many old land marks and historical places of which old bathrooms.
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