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Al-Sakaya as a General Source for Drinking Water
An Archaeological Study on a Recently Discovered Sakaya in
Assiout Egypt in Ottoman Period
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Lecturer in Faculty of Arts- Assiout University

Abstract:

Architects and builders have taken care of insertion of
water as a part of Architectural formation. Water buildings are
considered one of the buildings that have been long built in the
most of Islamic world which the need was urgent to have.

The factor of saving fresh water was considered one of
the most important requirements which have been taken into
consideration while planning a city or the expanding of its
buildings. During the successive Islamic periods in Egypt, while
the period of flourishing of the Islamic buildings and the
diversity of its architectural models and shapes, and also
during the variation of its building materials and mannars, a
lot of water architectural formations, units, and buildings
appeared, which have its special characteristics, concerning the
formation and architectural planning; a group of which was
built alone and others ware attached to other buildings.

Theses buildings had a serving role inside cities. The
water buildings and units are fountains, sabils, animals basins,
cisterns, magareers, and finally Al-Sakayat (its singular is
Al-Sakaya). Al-Sakaya is considered the best model of
architectural formations, which was used as a general source
for drinking water in a large and sufficient amount with the
possibility to transferee it to a distant and divergent places in a
city; al this because of the appropriateness of its architectural
patterns, and the easiness of its protection and its regular
cleaning.

This research is an archaeological study of one of the
existing models of Al-Sakayat in Assiout, it is not recorded
among the Islamic antiquities in Assiout; it is published for the
first time in this study. The researcher himself has discovered it
during his field tours whose aim was the archeological survey
for this city.



The main objective of this study is the scientific
publicity of this Sakaya, and shedding light upon this kind of
water buildings which is considered somehow rare according to
the classification of Islamic buildings in Egypt. Also this study
aims at the study of the functional name that this kind of
buildings must have, which is cores pendent with its functional
purpose and its architectural formation.

In this research, I concentrated basically on the
discovered Sakaya in Assiout and comparing it with its
identical formations, most of them are in Cairo, in order to
investigate the reality of its name and function as a trial to date
and classify it archaeologically, taking into consideration the
chronological delay of the transference of such architectural
designs for this Sakaya, and it was coincided by the most
important results and recommendations.

Key words: Water buildings, cisterns, Al-Sakaya, architectural formations,
source for drinking water, archaeological study
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