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By Dr.\
Mohamed Hassan M. Al Khashab

Faculty of Applied Arts — Cairo - Egypt

Introduction:

The Islamic art has been influenced by various kinds of previous
arts. It obviously appears whether in architecture or in applied arts as
complementary arts which are used in interior designing. For
example wall coating by mosaic, engraved wood and metal works.
Those techniques which related to old Byzantine art developed in
Islamic art according to the religion believe and culture of the
Muslim artist.

Islamic art is distinguished to be widely spread were it was from
China east to Spain west especially in the caliphate conquers and that
was the main factor in its maturation as a result of the interaction with
the other arts of the previous civilizations.

Comparing shape and function of Islamic art to other previous
kinds of arts doesn’t reveal its uniqueness but on the contrary the
originality and pioneer of the Islamic art can be touched in creation of
systems and techniques to solve problems such as lighting controlling
systems where:

- increasing light at night time by distributing it to provide proper
vision.

- decreasing light at daytime to provide spiritual atmosphere
especially in pray house.
Problem:

Insufficient technical information's to unveil the originality of
Islamic arts, where the previous studies were only limited to analyze
form, function and historical documentation.

Goal:

The uniqueness of Islamic Art reveals the originality of the Muslim
Artist in creating light controlling systems using glass.

Hypothesis:

The uniqueness of Islamic art can't be proved by comparing its shape
and function to other matching previous arts but it can b proved
through unveiling the originality of

Muslim Artist in creating new solutions to solve in various
architectural problems.

Scope:
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The uniqueness of the Muslim artist can be shown by analyzing
interior lighting systems in lanterns and stucco glass windows as
applied examples.

The research goes in three units as the following:

Unit one:

Interior lighting controlling systems of the Islamic architecture
(Lanterns, stucco glass windows)

Unit two:

Analyzing originality in lighting systems of interior Islamic
architecture.

Unit three:

- Results

- Recommendations.

As results of the research:

Results:

- reaching a trend depends on unveiling the originality of the Muslim
artist in connecting the theory to the application in form and
function of the lighting controlling systems (lanterns-stucco glass
windows).

Where the following facts are determined:

- The religious concepts were behind inspiration of lantern system
from the holy quran in addition to the ethical concepts and traditions
of Islamic community in providing privacy and spirituality in stucco
glass windows which granted originality and uniqueness of this art.

Where:

- The uniqueness of the Islamic art created lantern system to
provide sufficient lighting through collecting lanterns in a system
similar to chandeliers.

- Islamic art is remarkable for various stucco glass windows
system in architecture in order to decreasing light and providing
privacy through blocking vision

- Despite Islamic art interacted and been affected with other
civilizations' arts, Muslim artist belief acquired that art charisma. As
it's distinguished for symbolism and abstract, artists expanded in
using floral and geometrical elements especially in lanterns'
surfaces and stucco glass panels, where:
- Blazons were used as symbols of rulers and princes which were
made in their eras.
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- Using floral elements by repeating, changeable repeating or
alternative repeating in lanterns' surfaces decoration moreover
using types of Arabic script which's the language of holy quran.

- The use of geometrical elements expanded in the stucco glass
panels, as Muslim Artist used square and circle shape as basic for
those geometrical compositions where using axial repeating meet
at or spread from center. This concept in composing elements
symbols to god

- The quantity of light can be controlled by using lantern system
according to the number of its units in the collective structure.
The more of used lighting units the more light can be obtained.

-The quantity of light obtained can be controlled by using stucco
glass units as repeated panels in facades and domes.

Recommendations :

- The research recommends continuance of studies and researches in
the direction which unveil the depth and the originality of Islamic
art through unveiling the theory or the philosophy on which
different technical composing for form (dimensions-structure-

surfaces) in its relation to function.

- confirming the national characteristic to continue by working on
applying the philosophy of Islamic art as one of Egyptian arts
corners in different architectural fields.
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