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form and content in the Islamic civilization and its influence on contemporary
artpainting

Dr: Wadiah Abdullah A Boker
Associate professor of drawing and painting.-King Abdul-Aziz University in Jeddah- Faculty of Arts
and designs
key words:
1. Form :Form and shape are areas or masses which define objects in space. Form and shape imply space; indeed they
cannot exist without space.

There are various ways to categorize form and shape. Form and shape can be thought of as either two dimensional or
three dimensional. Two dimensional form has width and height. It can also create the illusion of three dimension objects.
Three dimensional shape has depth as well as width and height.

2.Content: In art and art criticism, form and content are considered distinct aspects of a work of art. The term form refers
to the work's style, techniques and media used, and how the elements of design are implemented. Content, on the other
hand, refers to a work's essence, or what is being depicted

3.Islamic civilization: On the outer edge of the Latin world, in Spain, Sicily, and North Africa, and surrounding
Byzantium in Egypt, Palestine, and Syria, was the world of Islam. For centuries, Islam was both a threat and the source
of new ideas to the Greek East and Latin West. Between the 7th and 12th centuries, Islam became the center of a
brilliant civilization and of a great scientific, philosophic, and artistic culture. Although its language was neither Greek nor
Latin, Islam absorbed a great deal of Greek culture which it managed to preserve for the Latin West. In general, it can be
said that Islam absorbed and added its culture to the heritage of Greece, Rome, Judaism, Christianity, and the Near East
4.ContemporaryArts:is art produced at the present period in time. Contemporary art includes, and develops from,
Postmodern art, which is itself a successor to Modern art.[1] In vernacular English, "modern" and "contemporary" are
synonyms, resulting in some conflation of the terms "modern art" and "contemporary art" by non-specialists
5.painting:is the practice of applying paint, pigment, color or other medium to a surface (support base). The medium is
commonly applied to the base with a brush but other implements, such as knives, sponges, and airbrushes, can be used
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Abstract :

By prof. Wadeaa A. Boukar , Title : form and content in the Islamic civilization and its influence on contemporary arts. In
order to recognize any civilization history, habits and circumstances scientists study the remnant of artifacts and tools of
the era. studying the archeology of the civilization can determent the level of advancement and originality or elsewise.
The Islamic rule was mainly focused on humanitarian and civilized science. hence, the Islamic civilization is also is a
religious community therefore it was a combination of the mind and soul. The Islamic territory spread wide from
(Alandalous) Spain to China in the Amawi ruling at the time the western world was deep in the dark ages. The
existences of a lenient believe created considerable levels of leisure and stability for artists that fueled aesthetics among
the public along with the awareness of (halal : what is allowed in the Islamic religion ) and (haram : what is prohibited in
the Islamic religion ) . The believe that came from the holy Quran which contributed in the upbringing of the taste and
sensibility of beauty in its perspective. And upon it the schools of modernism began at the renaissance or the
enlightenment in Europe as an outcome of readings of Arab philosophers. Therefor the research with discuss the
following: traces of the Islamic civilization in contemporary western art paintings !and the paper goal is :the
explanation of the traces from the Islamic civilization in contemporary western art painting that is some way has shaped
the personality and art of western artists. Then the utilization of this analysis in the confirming the substantial affect the
Islamic civilization had on modern western arts. And this paper assumptions are : the research assumes the western
artist being affected by some of the content of the Islamic civilization in paintings in their art.

The research is cosistant of three chapters :

1. The Islamic civilization and its unique content.
2. Painting in contemporary western arts , the beginning and history.
3. The influence of the Islamic civilization contents on western contemporary arts an analytic study.

Main conclusion from the researcher: the substantial influence of the Islamic civilization on paintings in western
contemporary arts , and the recommendation is to give attention and care for the Islamic arts and its civilization for its
substantial influence and significant importance
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